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Vine Street School 
September, 2019 

Principal’s Message 
     What a great start to the 2019-2020 school year!    As those of you returning 
know, I put out a monthly newsletter to share important information and to let 
you know what each grade is studying.  As many of you know, my children are all 
grown, so it has been many years since I have had a young one in elementary 
school.  This year, my two grandchildren have started PreK and 
kindergarten.  Each day when I ask them what they did in school, their answers 
give me very little information.  Fortunately, since I am familiar with the 
curriculum, I can ask them more specific questions such as did you read about a 
dinosaur who was a friend today?  That has led to much   more meaningful 
conversations.  I hope that the information in the What We Are Learning section 
will help parents (and grandparents) talk to their children about their day at 
school. 
     For those of you who are new to our school, I hope the first few days have gone 
well. I want to be sure that all children have the best year ever.  I am more than 
happy to meet with parents to discuss any questions or concerns that you may 
have.  Give me a call at any time in the year.   September 16 will be a busy evening.  
We have three important informational meetings for parents--including our first 
PTO meeting of the year.  Please join us!  There will also be a volunteer training 
for anyone who plans to volunteer in the school this year.     
     The first part of the year is a time for us to practice daily routines.  Thank you 
for helping dismissals go smoothly.  It takes a little longer at the beginning of the 
year to ensure that every child is safely dismissed.  The process will speed up once 
staff know all parents who are picking up students and parents understand our 
procedures.   We appreciate your patience and understanding.       
      I am attaching a calendar to this newsletter so you can be aware of events that 
are already planned.   As soon as we know of additional activities, we will 
send out information through the newsletter and the Bangor App.  I encourage 
parents to download the Bangor App to receive timely informational messages.   
    Our theme for this year is Be A Good Friend.  We will be teaching children 
strategies to make new friends as well as the kinds of things they can do to be a 
good friend.  Our focus book for this topic will be Chris Van Dusen’s Hattie and 
Hudson. 
      
  
              September Theme:  Dewey #000-099 
                          General Knowledge-The Library 

Recommended Books: 
Explore the Library-Janet Piehl 
Library Lil-Suzanne Williams 

The Library-Sarah Stewart 
Library Mouse-Daniel Kirk 

 

Library Corner 

Important Dates 

9-16  Volunteer Training, 

           5:30, Cafeteria 

 

9-16   PTO, 6:00, Cafeteria 

 

9-19   School Picture Day 

Attendance 
    School attendance is very 
important. Research shows 
that students with good 
attendance do better in school.  
That is important to be sure, 
but another factor is we miss 
your children when they are 
not here!   A classroom is a 
community of learners—each 
student plays an important 
role.  Please ensure that your 
child is in school every day 
unless he or she is ill.  If you 
have a planned absence that 
must be done during school 
time, please contact the 
guidance counselor or the 
main office to complete a 
planned absence form. 
      Many students have been 
tardy the last few days.  School 
starts at 9:00.  Students may be 
dropped off as early as 8:00.  
Students who are late, even by 

a couple of minutes, cause a 
disruption to the learning 
environment.  If you are having 
trouble getting your child to 
school on time, please call the 
office. 



At What we Are learning! 

PreK-Theme:  Getting Ready for School: Week1-2 My School; Week 3 Learning Together;  Week 3 Getting Along 

Kindergarten-Learning Routines; Reading Them-Living Together-This is Home, Where is Home Little Pip and A 

House for Hermit Crab; Math-Numbers 1-5; Writing 

Grade 1-Reading-Building reading stamina and workshop routines, Theme-Connecting to Our World, Stella Luna 

and Dragons and Giants; Math-Solving Addition and Subtraction Problems to 10; Writing-Narratives. 

Grade 2-Reading-Building reading stamina and workshop routines, Theme-Understanding Communities, Trouble at 

the Sandbox and Snowshoe Hare’s Winter Home, Math-Fluently Add and Subtract Within 100; Writing-Narratives, 

Social Studies-mapping. 

Grade 3-Reading-Buidling reading stamina and workshop routines, Theme-Observing the World Around Us, The 

Case of the Gasping Garbage, Location-Location-Location and Thunder Cake; Math-Understanding Multiplication 

and Division of Whole Numbers; Writing-Narrative 

 

 

                            September 16-Mark Your Calendars 

                                       Be sure to mark your calendars for September 

16th.  We have several important events happening that evening.  At 

5:30, we will hold a training for anyone who wants to volunteer at the 

school.  In Bangor, the safety of your children is our top priority.  All 

volunteers must attend a training and have a background check.  If you 

are not available on the 16th, you can check the Bangor School 

Department website to find dates for trainings at other Bangor Schools.  

Volunteers can train at any Bangor School.  This training is good for 

the year throughout the district.  After the training, the PTO will hold 

their first meeting of the year.  During this time, Principal Silk will 

explain about the Title I program and how it works at Vine Street.  The 

PTO leadership will lay out their plans for this school year.  The first 

big event of the year is the Fall Festival.  Come join us to learn how 

you can become more involved with your child’s education.  Childcare 

is provided. 

                          Lost Items 

                      Many parents can relate to 

the frustration of children losing clothes 

and having no idea where it happened.  

It is especially easy at this time of year 

for students to arrive at school on a 

chilly morning with a sweatshirt or light 

jacket only to take it off when they 

warm up by running around the 

playground.  Students often forget to 

pick up their warmer gear before 

returning to their classroom.  Staff try to 

scan for forgotten items before students 

leave, but sometimes items remain 

unclaimed.  These articles of clothing 

(and sometimes lunch boxes) are placed 

in the Lost and Found located in the 

cafeteria.   


