
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Message 

      

     Welcome back from the holiday break.  The students (and staff!) returned rested and 

ready to work!  This will be a busy month for everyone as the midyear approaches.  

Teachers will be assessing students to see how much they have learned so far this school 

year.  This information is vital to us as we will use it to plan instruction for each child 

to help him/her develop their skills in all areas.  We will share your child’s progress 

with you on the second quarter report cards  
      Thank you to all who participated in Bangor Day.   It is one of my favorite days of the 

year.  While my husband was in the army, we traveled to several different posts, and I was 

able to work in many different states and types of schools.  There is something truly special 

about Bangor.  This is an amazing place to work and learn.  This system has a rich tradition 

of excellence.  Over the years, educators have woven that tradition with best practices in 

teaching and working with students.  Vine Street also benefits from the way Bangor schools 

are structured.  While we have all the advantages of a small neighborhood school (think 

things like a vibrant PTO, strong home-school relationships, and a walking school bus), we 

enjoy the coordinated services that a larger district brings.  This allows school staff to fully 

focus our attention on our students.  On Bangor Day, all schools celebrate our pride in being 

part of this exceptional district and being Bangor Rams.  It was great to see the school 

flooded with our school’s colors of cardinal and white.  A special thank you to all who 

contributed to the food and fuel drives.  It is important to give back to the community that 

does so much to support us. 

      This month we celebrate the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dr. King’s 

contributions to our country are too numerous to summarize in a short paragraph in a 

newsletter, but I want to highlight one of his contributions that we try to embody at the Vine 

Street School.  Dr. King said, “We must develop within ourselves a deep sense of 

somebodiness.  Don’t let anybody make you feel that you are nobody.  Because the minute 

one feels that way, he is incapable of rising to his full maturity as a person.”  Our 

superintendent, Dr. Betsy Webb, brought this concept to administrators and school leaders 

at one of our summer council meetings a few years ago.  We talked about the importance of 

everyone feeling connected to their school.  We strive to make every child at Vine Street 

feel important.  Someone is in the lobby each morning greeting students by name.  Teachers 

meet children at the classroom door to personally welcome each child to class.  Many 

classrooms have developed rituals where students can choose a fist pump, high five, or other 

way of saying hello to their teacher.  Our guidance counselor is available to help students 

work through situations when they are having trouble with friends or navigating social 

connections.  All staff value the unique contributions that each child has to give as part of 

our school family.  If you ever feel that your child is not feeling connected, please reach out 

to us.  We want to provide the best possible experiences for every student! 

       

  

   
 
 
 

      
      The next meeting of the 

Vine Street PTO will be on 

Monday, January 13 at 6:00.  

This will be a busy PTO 

meeting.  Principal Silk will 

be sharing information about 

the Draft form of the 2020-

2030 Bangor School 

Department Strategic Plan.  

This will be a great 

opportunity for parents to 

learn more about plans for the 

coming decade.   

       The PTO will also be 

discussing plans for the 

remainder of the school year.  

We have several events 

planned and would love to 

have input from more 

families. 

      Please plan to join us for 

this one hour meeting.  Child 

care is provided.  Meetings 

are held in the school’s 

cafeteria. 

Vine Street School  

Important Dates 

January 

 

    9            Law Enforcement          

                  Appreciation Day 

 

  13      PTO Meeting, 

                  6:00 

 

  20     Martin Luther  

    King Day- 

    NO SCHOOL             

                   

 

  

 

January, 2020 

   January - 500's (Math & Science)                                

 

 

If You Hopped Like A Frog - Schwartz 

Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi - Neuschwander 

How to Make a Bouncing Egg - Marks 

How to Make Bubbles - Shores  
 

Library Theme 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

At What We Are learning! 

Kindergarten:  Predicting Change:  What Will the Weather Be? and Weather Words and What They Mean; More Addition and 

Subtraction;  Writing-Finish “How-To-Books” and start Narrative Writing for Readers 
First Grade:  Making Choices:  Goods and Services and Supermarket;  Expand the Counting Sequence and Understand Place 

Value;  Writing-Constructed Response Unit. 

 
Second Grade:  Building Ideas:  Change Makers and City Green; Work With Time and Money; Writing-Finish Informational 

Writing and a Constructed Response Writing Unit. 

 
Third Grade:  Connecting Character, Culture, and Community:  Deep Down and Other Extreme Places to Live, City Homes 

and The Song of Sky and Sand; Use Strategies and Properties to Add and Subtract;  Writing-Finish Opinion Writing and start 

Informational Writing Unit.  Social studies unit-finish Explorers. 

 

PREK:  Big Day: Jan. 2-10 Creep, Crawly Insects; Jan. 13-17 Animals Grow and Change; Jan. 21-24 Using My Imagination; 

Jan. 27-31 Tools We Use. 

Mid-Year Assessments 

     As Principal Silk shared in her message this month, January is the time when we assess every child to see what they know 

and are able to do.  Below is some information about each assessment.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s 

teacher or Mrs. Silk. 

 

Reading 

 Students in Grades K-3 will take the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Assessment.  This assessment is given three 

times a year--at the beginning of the year, the midyear and the end of the year.  Generally, the classroom teacher 

administers this test, but Title I and special education staff also give tests to students they work with each day.  This 

test is given to each child individually.  The teacher will have a child read a book at their reading level.  The teacher 

collects data on accuracy and fluency.  After the child reads, the teacher will ask a series of question to determine how 

well the child understood the text.   If a child demonstrates proficiency, the teacher provides another text at a higher 

level and the process is repeated.  After the assessment, the teacher analyzes the data and creates a specific learning 

plan for each student.  This process ensures that we are meeting the needs of every child in the school.   Principal Silk 

and the schools’ leadership team analyze school data at the whole school, grade, classroom and individual level. 

 

Math 

 All students in Grades K-3 take a cumulative midyear assessment.  The assessment is part of the same enVisionmath 

materials teachers use on a daily basis.  Most students take the assessment in a whole group with their classmates.  

Teachers follow accommodations made by the IEP team for students with disabilities.  Teachers analyze each student’s 

test to determine which concepts need to be retaught and/or that students need to practice more.  Again, Principal Silk 

and the school’s leadership team analyze school data at the whole school, grade, classroom and individual level. 

 

Math Fact Fluency 

 All students in grades 1-3 will take a math fact fluency at the end of the month.  This is a three minute assessment 

designed to determine if students can quickly retrieve basic math facts.  When students have automaticity with basic 

facts it frees up the brain to engage in more complex math tasks. 

 

Kindergarten 

 Kindergarten students participate in an assessment that helps to pinpoint exactly what skills children understand.  The 

assessment includes letter naming, letter fluency, letter sounds, sight words, rhyming, number naming, number 

identification and number writing. 

 

Writing/Science/Social Studies 

 Teachers administer assessments for each unit.  These do not necessarily coincide with the midyear assessments. 

 

PREK 

 PREK students take an assessment to measure their understanding of letters, numbers and rhyming. 


