
 

 

Vine Street School Reopening 

“In the middle of difficulty lies 

opportunity” 

--Albert Einstein 

 

For parents who missed the informational Zoom meetings in 

July, this is a summary of that information.  Please be aware 

that we are following guidance from the CDC and the State of 

Maine.  Information may change.  This is what we know as of 

August 3, 2020. 
 

1.  When is the first day of school? 

 September 1, 2020 

 

2.  What is Vine Street’s status? 

The State of Maine has given Penobscot County a status of Green.  Green 

means the State has determined that there is a relatively low COVID-19 risk.  

In-person instruction may be adopted, but it will be up to local schools to 

determine if in-person instruction can happen safely. 

 

3.  What does that mean for Vine Street? 

The Bangor School Department has spent the summer preparing for any of 

the three status possibilities:  in-person, hybrid or remote.  When we 

conducted our survey earlier this summer, parents and guardians 

overwhelmingly preferred an in-person option.  However, many gave 

compelling reasons for needing a remote or hybrid plan. 

 

At this time, Bangor is offering parents the choice of in-person, hybrid or 

remote instruction. 

 

4. How will the school know which pathway I want for my children? 

Principal Silk is using the information each parent provided on the survey to 

prepare for fall. 

 

 



5. Can parents change their child’s pathway? 

Parents can change their child’s pathway by calling the school.  Please 

leave a message if no one is available to take your call. 

 

6.  Is there support for remote learners? 

Yes, a teacher will be assigned to support remote learners. 

 

7.  Will children have to wear masks at school? 

The State of Maine requires students and staff to wear a mask at school.  

Teachers will be providing mask breaks throughout the day.  Students will 

not have to wear a mask at breakfast, lunch and snack.  They will have to 

maintain a physical distance of 6 feet at this time.  Students will have an am 

and a pm recess where they will not have to wear masks if they physically 

distance.  We are working on activities to support this during recess.  

Teachers will also monitor students.  They will offer additional breaks as 

needed, for example, if it is warm and uncomfortable. 

 

8.  What has been done to prepare the school for in-person instruction? 

 The Vine Street School building has been deep cleaned.  The rooms are 

being set up with space for physical distancing with 3-6 feet between 

students.  We have literally measured the rooms to determined how many 

students/staff can be in the room at the same time. Class sizes will be 

smaller with teachers and support staff moving between rooms. 

Totes have been purchased to store individual items to reduce sharing 

(manipulatives, pencils, crayons, leveled books, etc.)  Water fountains have 

been changed to water filling stations. 

 

Movement within the building will be limited.  Meals will be served in 

classrooms.  In general, staff will move--not students (specialists will go to 

classrooms). Recess will be by individual class. 

 

There are updated Arrival/Dismissal Plans.  There will be no morning 

playground time.  For the safety of all, parents/guardians and visitors will 

not be allowed in buildings. 

 

9.  What would hybrid and remote instruction look like? 

In the hybrid model, students would be in school with all health and safety 

measures in place for some days each week.  On other days, students would 

be at home accessing learning remotely.  Remote activities would include a 

combination of learning activities e.g., videos, learning activities, 

curriculum assignments.   



 

Students accessing hybrid would have assigned days to come to school.  All 

efforts are being made to ensure students from the same household have the 

same schedule. 

 

Remote learners will be part of a district classroom with a remote teacher.  

Students would not be expected to be on computers for the entire school day.  

Lessons would include live, pre-recorded and independent work. 

 

For both hybrid and remote options, the expectation would be to match the 

pace of the students attending school in person. 
 

10.  What happens if a child gets sick at school? 

The child would be immediately removed from other students and taken to a 

medical isolation room.  The child’s parents/guardians would be contacted.  

A staff member would wait with the child while parents traveled to the 

school. 

 

The family would work with medical professionals, including the school 

nurse, to determine next steps including whether or not a COVID-19 test is 

warranted and when the child may return to school. 

 

In the event that a student (or staff member) does test positive for COVID-

19, all parents would be informed by the Superintendent of Schools.  

Confidentiality of the student’s or staff person’s identity would be 

maintained. 

 

The school administration will work with medical professionals if a student 

or staff member is diagnosed with COVID-19 to determine what safety 

measures need to be employed.  General guidance is a 2-5 day closure for 

deep cleaning. 

 

11.  What will school be like? 

We have had a very limited turnover in staff, so we are all in this together—

just six feet apart! 

 

Teachers will focus on the essentials when we return to school: reading, 

writing, math, social emotional learning and equity.   It will be a priority to 

spark joy in children.  We want this to be an enjoyable year for them.  We 

will strive to build and strengthen our relationships with students and 

families. 



 

12.   When will we receive more information? 

 A letter will go out from Principal Silk the week of August 10 explaining 

daily procedures and outlining any changes.  

 

Superintendent Webb will continue to push out messages with new 

information. 

 

Teachers will be sending letters to students later in August. 

 

13.  What can parents do? 

Keep in mind that children are watching us to see how we are reacting to 

this unprecedented start to the school year.  Be positive about whichever 

choice you have made.   

 

Stay informed.  Principal Silk is on vacation the week of August 3, but will 

be in the office for the rest of August if you have any questions.  Watch the 

website for new information.   Be sure you are signed up to receive alerts 

from the Bangor School Department.  This is the fastest and most efficient 

way to ensure that you receive information.  If you did not receive alerts for 

the three informational sessions in July offered by Principal Silk, please call 

the school to verify that your information is still correct. 

 

Please be sure the school has 3 emergency contacts that can assist if your 

child gets sick at school. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your summer with your children.  The weather has been 

amazing, and we live in a beautiful city and state.  There are so many 

wonderful places to explore! 


