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August 17, 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year.  This school year will be unlike any other before it.  There 

are many things that will be new and unfamiliar.  Please know that we have been working on our 

back-to-school plans since we began remote learning back in March.  We have based our plans on 

guidance from the CDC, the State of Maine and medical professionals.  Throughout the summer, 

we have revised and in some cases, totally changed parts of the plan to align with new information 

about the coronavirus.  Staff have been open to reimagining every aspect of our school day to best 

meet the needs of our students.  One thing we have refused to compromise on is student and staff 

safety.  Every practice and procedure has been crafted to keep our school family as safe as possible. 

  

Maya Angelou said, “If you do not like something, change it.  If you cannot change it, change your 

attitude.”  These words have resonated with me over the past few months.  So much has changed 

this summer.  I have tried to avoid some changes and keep to the familiar, tried and true activities 

that have been successful in the past.  In many cases, I have been successful.  When I have had to 

adjust to new situations and responsibilities, I have tried to approach them with a positive attitude 

and a desire to see the silver linings.  This is an important lesson we can help our children learn as 

well.  They are understandably nervous about the coming school year after an extended break at 

home. They will watch us to see how we are approaching it.  If we project confidence and positivity 

about the pathway each family has chosen, our children will emulate that.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, please feel free to call me.  I will be more than happy to talk to you about 

our plans. 

 

While much has changed, much has also remained the same.  The majority of our staff from last 

year will be here this year as well.  Children will return to familiar faces.  Our teachers are 

committed to making this year one that engages children and sparks joy.  Many community 

partners including other city departments, local businesses, and faith-based organizations have 

reached out to see how they can assist us this year.  Individuals have stepped up to show their 

support.    Just last week a parent pledged to provide us with 100 masks; a local citizen offered to 

repair the broken plexiglass in the Little Free Library and is making a donation to purchase new 

books for when it can reopen.  Another parent has asked if we need help painting the movement 

paths on the playground when it is repaved.  That’s what neighbors do.  That is the strength of a 

neighborhood school.  We are all working together for the children.  With all of us working 

together, I have no doubt we will be successful. 

 

I want parents to know that I have thought a lot about the difficult decisions you have had to make 

in balancing the safety and educational needs of your children.  I respect the course each of you 



have chosen and will do my best to support it.  Our guidance counselor and social worker are 

standing by to assist any who have concerns.  Please do not hesitate to reach out. 

 

The Open House this year will look different.  I will be launching a new interactive “Virtual Vine 

Street School” on August 24th.  I plan to hold two meetings, one at 12:00 and one at 5:00.  Later 

in the week teachers will host their students in a virtual open house. 

 

The staff and I are looking forward to a great year.  We are excited to partner with you during these 

unprecedented times.  Together, we can make this a great school year.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lynn Silk 

 

Lynn Silk 

Principal 
 


