
January 22, 2021    
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
On behalf of the Vine Street staff, I wanted to reach out to thank you for all you have 
done this week to make remote learning work for your child.  I know it has not been 
easy!  The Vine Street School, as part of the Bangor School Department, has been 
committed to providing 5 day in person instruction for students.  We have been so 
excited to be able to be open each day from September through January 15.  Our 
success has been due, in large part, to all of you and your children working with us to 
implement best practices for physical distancing, washing hands, wearing masks, and 
staying home when not feeling well.  Thank you so much! 
 
Tuesday’s call to put us into remote learning for the day, while not totally unexpected 
given the current pandemic, was certainly not something we anticipated when we left 
Friday.  Staff convened at Vine Street on Tuesday to make tentative plans for the week, 
and once we got the alert that Vine would be remote for the remainder of the week, 
they began preparing packets.  Parents  went right to work with children using the 
first day of the snow day packets.  Teachers sent out emails to parents letting them 
know when packets/assignments were available and, again, families did a great job in 
picking up those materials for students.   
 
Some parents have asked why Vine Street went remote for the week before some of 
the other schools.  The answer is that on Tuesday morning, we received the alert that 
we did not have transportation to get all students to school, so the district went 
remote.  On Tuesday, I worked with the school secretary and school nurse to complete 
contact tracing.  Unfortunately, a high number of students had to quarantine.  The 
nurse and/or school secretary have spoken to all families whose children were 
exposed.   Because of the number of students and staff not able to be in school, we 
moved to remote learning. 
 



As a school principal and parent of three boys, I cannot remember a time when 
schooling has been so impacted.  I am in awe of you parents who are juggling such 
complex schedules.  From having to find childcare and/or working from home, to 
balancing being a parent and a teacher, to finding just the right way to explain to your 
young children what is going on without causing them to be unduly anxious is enough 
to challenge anyone.  Thank you for all you are doing.  For the many of you who have 
reached out with messages of support for us, I am humbled by your generous spirit 
and kind words. 
 
Plans for next week are still evolving.  Safety is our top priority.  If Vine Street 
continues  to have a large number of students and staff in quarantine, we will continue 
remote learning.    Additionally, there is a transportation issue for the whole district. 
We are trying to determine if we can open schools with limited busing available.  Your 
help is needed.  Please complete the survey the school department sent out asking you 
if you are able to transport your child to and from school or contact the school with 
that information.  Mrs. Robertson and I are here in the office, so you can call us or tell 
your child’s teacher when the class meets online today.  Your help is greatly 
appreciated.   Remember that Monday, January25th is a REMOTE learning day.  You 
will receive an alert with more information about schooling for the remainder of next 
week. 
 
Just a reminder that Wednesday, January 27th is a half day. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me.  If your child is anxious 
for any reason about returning to school, Mrs. Morris, our guidance counselor is 
available to help. 
 
Again, I feel so fortunate to be part of such a supportive learning community.  Thank 
you for your continuing support! 
 

Lynn Silk 
 

“Anyone who does anything to help a child in his/her life is a hero to me.”   
                                                                                 -- Fred Rogers 
 



 
THANK YOU parents and staff--you are the heroes this week! 
 
 


