
  

 
 

 

 

 

                 Celebrating diversity is something we strive to do every    

every  day  at  the  Vine Street School.   We incorporate 

         lessons about the history of our country through readings and 

activities embedded in our literature curriculum.  Towards that 

end, an important concept is that Black history is our history—the 

contributions of Black Americans are important and interwoven in 

the fabric that is the story of US.  In the 1920’s, Carter G. 

Woodman selected the second week in February as a time to honor 

the contributions of Black Americans.  He chose this week because 

it included the birthdays of both Frederick Douglas and Abraham 

Lincoln.  Fifty years later in 1976, our country’s Bicentennial year, 

President Gerald Ford officially recognized February as Black 

History Month.  He called upon all of us to “seize the opportunity 

to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black 

Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.”  

    During February, students at the Vine Street School will 

celebrate our diversity and our individuality.  Each student and 

staff member will select a piece of multicultural construction paper 

that best represents their skin tone to cut out a handprint.  We will 

decorate the handprints with inspiring pictures and words.  People 

will be able to see the display of hands in the lobby window with 

a banner that reads Many Hands Working Together at Vine Street. 

 

 

 
 

  
  
  

  

 

     

 

   

  

  

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

February 

February Newsletter 

--Mason Cooley 

 

If my mind can 

CONCEIVE it, 

and my heart 

can BELIEVE it, 

then I can 

ACHIEVE IT. 

-Mohammed Ali 

Hiking Day by Anne Rockwell 

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall 

Henry’s Freedom Box by Ellen Levine 

I’ve Loved You Since Forever by Hoda Kotb 

Hair Love by Matthew Cherry 

Over and Under the Pond by Kate Messner 

A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 

 



 

 

 

Helping Your Child to Become a Better Reader 

 

    The Vine Street teachers are highly skilled in teaching reading.  

All of our instructional staff work under the direction of Literacy 

Coach Curtis who provides teachers and staff with whole group and 

1:1 coaching that includes learning and practicing best practices and 

analyzing data to inform instruction.  Additionally, many teachers 

have earned Masters degrees in literacy and/or have taken graduate 

level courses in how to teach students to read.  There is no doubt 

that children at Vine Street have access to very highly qualified 

instructors.  For most children, reading and learning at school is not 

enough.  They need to practice their skills outside the school day.  

That is where parents and families can really help!  It is not difficult 

to do.  Here are some tips that will help you help your child—and 

have some fun, too! 

1. Set a routine—routines help children to feel safe.  Have 

routines for nutritious meals and early, consistent bed times 

(even on weekends).  This will set your child up for success. 

2. Set a reading time for the whole family—the more children 

read, the more proficient they become.  As part of your daily 

routine, set aside 10-20 minutes each day where everyone 

reads from books they enjoy.  This should be a quiet time 

where everyone is reading to themselves.  Children practice 

this routine in school every day. 

3. Read to your child every day.  Choose from a variety of 

books including picture books, nonfiction books, and 

chapter books that your child may have difficulty reading, 

but would love to hear you read. 

4. Take books everywhere.  Have books in the car, take them 

to appointments or when 

visiting friends and family. 

5. Talk about stories 

and the books you 

are reading. 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Are you looking for more information about how you can celebrate Black History Month with your 

children—this month and all year long?  Check out this part of the Reading Rockets website:  

https://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/blackhistory 

     

 Website:  Contact:  Email: 

PreK  Imagine It, Make it! 

• Using My Imagination 

• Tools We Use 

• Things We Build 

Kindergarten 

• Learning About Each Other and the 

World:  I Love Saturdays y Domingos, 

Apple Pie 4th of July, Making Music, 

Clothes in Many Cultures 

• Narrative Writing 

• Math Midyear Assessments  

• Counting to 20 

First Grade 

• Making Choices and Planting for the 

Future:  Goods & Services, 

Supermarket, Arbor Day Square, The 

Family Tree 

• Narrative Writing 

• Math Midyear Assessments 

• Extend the Counting Sequence, 

Understand Place Value 

Grade 2 

• Constructed Response/Poetry 

• Building Ideas:  Change Makers, City 

Green 

• Math Midyear Assessments 

• Time, Money and Numbers to 1000 

Grade 3 

• Informational  Writing 

• Connecting Character, Culture, and 

Community:  Deep Down and Other 

Extreme Places to Live, City Homes, 

The Song of Sky and Land 

• Math Midyear Assessments 

• Fluently Add and Subtract within 1000 

www.bangorschools.net  (207) 941-6300  lsilk@bangorschools.net 

 

Reading Rockets 

is a website with informa-  

tion for parents.  They have 

tip pages for grade levels PreK-3. 

They even have tips for reading 

with children from birth until they 

start school.  For parents of 

children with disabilities they have 

specific information for you, too.  

Many resources are available in 

different languages.  

Check it out! 

https://www.readingrockets.org/articl

e/reading-tips-parents-multiple-

languages 

 

I Love the Look of Words 
By Maya Angelou 

 

 

       Popcorn leaps, popping from the floor of a 

hot black skillet and into my mouth. 

 

        Black words leap, snapping from the white           

………...page.  Rushing into my eyes.  Sliding into 

      my brain which gobbles them the way 

 my tongue and teeth chomp the  

buttered popcorn. 

 

February Learnings 

https://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/blackhistory
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages
https://www.readingrockets.org/article/reading-tips-parents-multiple-languages

