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           Recently, Vine joined the thousands of other schools that had to 

make the dreaded announcement that we had a positive case of COVID 

with close contacts.  We were so fortunate that we did not have any 

exposures last year, so this was our first time in getting notifications out 

to families.    Protocols  worked  smoothly, and  an  announcement  from  
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Superintendent  Tager  quickly  went  out  through  the Bangor App.  Our  

school nurse, Mrs.Streams reached out to close contacts to let them know the process they would need to follow.  Our 

Reopening Plan addresses the critical importance in having up-to-date contact information for all families.  If, at any 

point in the year, you need to update your phone number or email address, please send a note in with your child or call 

the school.  To receive alerts through the Bangor App, you can download the app to your phone.  We have instructions 

available at the school if you need assistance with this.   

   In the event that an entire class or the school needs to go remote, there will be a combination of packets and online 

instruction.  Please be sure that when your child’s teacher invites you to join Google Classroom, that you go in and 

become familiar with this online teaching tool.  At school, your child has been practicing getting onto Google Classroom 

using their user name and password, but young children often need help with this.  We have sent out a survey asking 

parents to let us know if they will need a Chromebook and/or a hot spot for remote instruction.  If you have not sent that 

in, please do so as soon as possible. 

       September seemed to fly by as students and staff got back into the school routines.  Many of the beginning of the 

year  assessments  have  been  completed,  and  teachers  are  using this data to inform their instruction.  Teachers  

will complete the final reading assessments in October.  Your child’s teacher will share this information, as well  

as your child’s progress, at Parent-Teacher Conferences in November.  If you have any questions or concerns 

about your child, you can reach our to the classroom teacher at any time. 

     

 

Teacher Recommended 

If you are looking for a great series to spark your child’s interest in reading and to 
encourage critical thinking, look no further than Jerry Palotta’s Who Would Win series.  In 
these books, the author pits two animals against each other in a showdown.  The author 

carefully explains each animal’s strengths and weaknesses and invites students to 
consider which animal would win in a real life encounter.  Parents will want to preview the 

books before sharing them with younger students or students who may be sensitive to 
this topic matter.  We have these books available for loan in our library. 

I am so glad I live in a world 

where there are  

                    

                    --L.M. Montgomery 

Octobers 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   Thank you to everyone who 

joined us for the first PTO 

meeting of the year.   We were 

so excited to see so many of you!    

The PTO has also partnered with the Bangor Police Department and 

the Maine Bicycle Coalition to bring a bicycle rodeo to our school 

on October 16th.  Space for this event is limited, so be sure to return 

your registration form as soon as possible.  This month, the PTO 

will meet on October 4th at 6:00.  Please join us as we share more 

information about the bike rodeo, make plans for the Fall Festival 

on October 29th, and build excitement for the pie sale in November.  

Our guest this month will be Julie Kimball, Bangor’s mentor 

coordinator.   Thank you to our PTO leader, Imke Schlesser-

Jandreau for getting us off to such a strong start this year!  

21st Century Clubs 

     The Morning Club is up and running.  Due 

to limited staffing, we are limited in the 

number of students who can attend.  

Registration is required, and we are not able to 

guarantee that drop ins will be able to stay. 

      A limited number of after school clubs are 

scheduled to start this month.  Thank you to 

our coordinator, Aiden Shepherd who has 

organized a variety of activities for our 

students.  Registration packets will be going 

home with students soon! 

      As with many services, COVID has 

impacted our staffing severely.  We are 

extremely grateful to staff who are willing to 

go above and beyond to come in early and/or 

stay late to run clubs.  Please be respectful of 

their time by not arriving early or being late 

for pick up.  We have had people dropping 

students off prior to 8:00 for Morning Club.  

Please understand that most staff are in 

meetings and are not available to supervise 

children until 8:35.  The school secretary has 

many morning responsibilities and is also 

unavailable to supervise.  Children will not be 

able to come into the school prior to 8:00.  We 

appreciate your understanding of this 

necessary practice. 

 

 

 

 
PreK 

    Ready for School:  Getting Along;  My Family:  Who’s in My 

Family?; We Take Care of Each Other; Family Fun 

 

Kindergarten 

    Numbers 0-10;  Living Together:  This is Home—Life in a Pond; A 

Bed for the Winter;  Narrative Writing 

 

First Grade 

    Adding and Subtracting within 10;  Connecting to Our World—Time 

to Sleep; What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?  Narrative Writing; 

Science-Sound 

 

Second Grade 

    Adding within 100 Using Strategies;  Understanding Communities—

Friends Around the World; The House of Maple Street;  Narrative 

Writing; Science-Effects of Wind and Water 

 

Third Grade 

    Applying Strategies-Multiplication Facts;  Observing the World 

Around Us—Treasure in the Trees; The Moon Seems to Change; About 

Earth; Narrative Writing; Science-Life Cycles 

 

School Themes:   Learning About Empathy 

PreK-3                 Citizenship  

PreK-1                 Respect 

Leadership 

   When the call went out for third grade 

leaders—they answered!  We needed extra 

help walking PreK/K students into the 

cafeteria for breakfast or to the playground to 

play prior to the school day.  Over 12 students 

have volunteered to help.  Each day students 

have arrived at 8:35 to help our youngest 

students start their day.  It is so heartwarming 

to watch our third graders greet their charges 

and cheerfully chat with them as they take 

them to the cafeteria or playground.  

     Thank you also to the many JFDS students 

who are coming up to Vine immediately after 

their dismissal to volunteer.  We love seeing 

these former students giving back! 

 

           COMING EVENTS 

October 4 PTO, 6:00 

October 4  After School Activities Scheduled to Begin 

October 16 PTO Bike Rodeo 

October 18-24 NWEA Fall Administration (Third Grade Only) 

October 29 PTO Fall Festival 

 


